THE GLORIFICATION OF WAR

IF the signatories of this petition, and especially the representatives
of science, art and the Church among them, should be reproached
that in the present petition they have raised only political and economic
demands, relying upon force, and that they have forgotten the spiritual
problems of Germany's future, there should be a threefold answer:

The care of the German spirit is no part of Germany's war aims or
of Germany's peace conditions.

The German spirit is for us the treasure of treasures, the most-
precious possession of the nation and the source of its superiority among
the other nations. Still, it is clear that before attending to Germany's
spirit we must enable the country to live in political and economic
security. Only then can we cultivate our spiritual treasures with
the necessary freedom.

Lastly, we would say to those who think of the German spirit as
an abstraction divorced from power, to those who wish to pursue what
is called a policy of culture pure and simple, that we do not wish for
a spirituality which means disintegration and decay, that we do not
wish for unnational cosmopolitanism (wurzelloser Volksgeist}, which
everywhere vainly tries to find a home, and which falsifies the national
character because it lacks a healthy national body. With our demands
we wish to create a healthy body within which the German spirit may
dwell. The enlargement of the German body politic which we
demand will not harm, but will benefit the German spirit, provided
that the increase is effected under the precautions which we have
indicated.

Petition  to  the  Reich  Chancellor,  passed  on
6 June 1915, signed by 1,347 signatories.1

. . . but it must be recalled that in addition to Bebel and Liebknecht
there were other Social Democrats sitting in the North German Reich-
stag: Fritzsche, Hasenclever and von Schweitzer. But they voted
for the proposal. Thus it is the naked historical fact that at the
voting on 19 July 1870, the majority of the Social Democratic repre-
sentatives also voted in favour of the war credits.

EDUARD DAVID, Die Sozialdemokratie im
Weltkrieg, Berlin, 1915, p. 26.

1 I.e. 352 professors of High schools, 158 teachers and clergymen,, 145 high
officials, 148 magistrates and barristers-at-Jaw, 40 Reichstag and Landtag mem-
bers, 18 generals and admirals, 182 representatives of commerce and banking,
52 landowners, 252 artists, writers and editors.
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